
 

 
 

 
 
2009 was a banner year for United Paws!  We spayed and neutered 
1,027 cats and dogs, the first time we reached the goal of 1,000 cats 
and dogs altered in one year alone. That brings our grand total, since 
2003 when we first started work in Tillamook County, to 3,700.   

 

OUR MISSION  

The root cause of much cruelty to companion animals is pet 
overpopulation.  As many as 5 million homeless, but healthy and 
adoptable, cats and dogs are destroyed in U.S. shelters every year 
due to lack of homes.  It’s estimated that the lowest 3% income 
bracket can be responsible for up to 80% of animals ending up in shel-
ters. Yet the poorest among us are often the most warm-hearted, tak-
ing in animals, giving them shelter and food, but lacking the funds to 
have their pets spayed or neutered—a cost that can easily exceed 
$100 per pet.  By offering financial assistance to spay and neuter the 
cats and dogs of those in need in Tillamook County, United Paws 
strives to stop needless pet overpopulation and homelessness. 

It can cost taxpayers $450 per animal for Animal Control to catch, 
house, and often eventually destroy one stray.   Wouldn’t that 
$450 be better spent on spay/neuter?  
 
These two kittens were so wee when a 
United Paws’ volunteer trapped them, 
they didn’t even trip the humane trap.  
They were so hungry, they tried to de-
vour the towel where the volunteer had 
placed the bait.  We’re pleased to report 
United Paws found them a  
wonderful home, where dying slowly 
from starvation will never happen.  
Would that we could assure this future 
for all kittens in our county!  With your 
help and support, we can at least try.  
 
 

Free-roaming cats must be spayed and 
neutered to prevent their  
suffering and the suffering of their kittens, 2 out of 3 of whom die from 
malnutrition, disease, exposure, or as prey to other animals in the first 
tender year of their tiny lives.  The life of a free-roaming female cat is 
terrible, pregnant by 6 months or younger, and thereafter for the rest of 
her short life, constantly hungry in her desperate search for food for 
her kittens and her own debilitated body from endless pregnancies.  
Tomcats fight, receiving sometimes lethal wounds that can cause a 
slow and cruel death or transmission of disease.   

TNR (trap-neuter-
return) is the humane 
way to manage free-
roaming cat populations 
– the cats are 
humanely Trapped, 
Neutered (or spayed) at 
a veterinarian’s, then 
Returned to where they 
came from. 

 
 

Contact our hotline—503-842-5663— 
to request free materials about how you can help strays in your 

neighborhood, humanely manage your stray population, and thereby 

reduce and prevent animal suffering. 

While United Paws is all about preventing the birth of unwanted cats and 
dogs, nevertheless they’re out there —  which is why we are also 
actively involved in fostering and adopting out homeless animals who 
find their way to our volunteers.   We gave 145 abandoned, homeless 
cats and dogs a ―second chance‖ through our foster program and 
monthly adoptathons in 2009. In 2008, we placed 165 pets into loving 
homes. 
 
This past April, we invited Tillamook Animal Shelter (TAS) to join us at 
our adoption afternoons to showcase dogs longing for loving, ―forever‖ 
homes to call their own.  We also offered assistance to TAS to help 
advertise and place the dogs in their care.  United Paws looks forward to 
continuing this beneficial working relationship with TAS to help all 
Tillamook County’s companion animals find the good life they so richly 
deserve.  
 
All monthly adoptathons are usually held at the 
4-H Dorm, Tillamook County Fairgrounds.  Visit 
our website www.unitedpaws.org to learn more 
about each animal we have up for adoption 
and to verify adoptathon schedules/locations.  
Please note: you don’t have to wait for an 
adoptathon to adopt any of the animals 
showcased on our website! Just call 503-842-
5663 and make an appointment to meet the 
pet(s) of your choice. 

 

United Paws Wish List 
 
In-kind tax-deductible items we could use: 
 Postage stamps (always critical) 
 Good quality pet food  e.g. Costco Kirkland brand (We distribute 

this to those who cannot afford to feed their pets adequately in 
these difficult times.) 

 Tomahawk model #606 humane cat traps 
 Cat playpens – contact us for best sizes 
 Pet travel carriers--all sizes and types welcome  

www.chrisspagani.com 

To assist foster and self–foster caregivers  
with veterinary expenses and advertising  

to help place the cats and dogs in their care. 

To financially assist the economically disadvantaged of  
Tillamook County to spay and neuter their pet cats and dogs. 

To assist compassionate residents of Tillamook County  
who wish to help free-roaming cats.   



Free-Roaming Cat Lore 
 
Have you heard of the ―Vacuum Effect‖?  It’s a scientific term that 
applies to all predator species.  Hungry, unwanted cats, who are 
predators, congregate wherever there is food.  So if someone 
threatens to kill or catch and dump cats hanging around a 
dumpster, for example, just inform him that won’t solve a thing.  
More hungry, unwanted cats will simply move in to take their 
place.  The only solution is Trap/Neuter/Return. It’s also the 
humane and legal one. Since the trapped cats are neutered and 
then returned to the neighborhood site, new, un-neutered cats 
are held back and do not enter the territory. If you’d like more 
information on TNR, contact us at 503-842-5663.  As long as we 
have the funds, we’ll help anyone, regardless of income, who 
wants to spay, neuter, and feed free-roaming cats. 

   

Neuter Scooter 
Returns 
 
Following the 2008 
success of our first 
sponsorship of 
a mobile cat 
sterilization 

team called the ―Neuter Scooter,‖ we sponsored their 
return three times in 2009.  The Neuter Scooter 
spayed/neutered 332 cats, both companion and stray, 
during these visits.   We’ll be asking them to come as 
often as they can throughout 2010, as long as we have 
the funds to pay for this vital and efficient service. 

ANNIE’S FUND 
 

Though a spay/neuter advocacy group, United Paws is often 
called upon to help injured or ill cats and dogs, since there is no 
other group in the county to tend to the immediate suffering of 
such animals. 
 
In 2009, United Paws spent more than $9,500 on emergency 
veterinary care. Sadly, United Paws witnessed an increasing 
number of animal abuse cases throughout 2009. When the 
economy suffers, so do all vulnerable members of society. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of one donor, the United Paws’  
Emergency Fund officially has the name ―Annie’s Fund,‖ in 
memory of the donor’s mother.  The fund is to be used  
specifically for emergency medical care of injured pets of  
economically disadvantage residents, abused and rescued 
animals, or homeless cats and dogs. Anyone wishing to  
give to this fund, please send donations to ―Annie’s Fund,‖ 
United Paws, P.O. Box 159, Tillamook, OR  97141.  

DESPERATE NEEDS! 

 Help with our annual Rummage Sale to be held this summer in Netarts the last weekend in July. Phone 503-842-5089 
 A sponsor(s) for our newspaper ads featuring animals in foster care longing for loving, forever homes.  
 A Volunteer Coordinator and animal lovers to serve on United Paws Board.   Please call 503-842-5663.  

 Last, but by no means least, more foster homes to provide temporary homes for cats and dogs awaiting adoption. 

  United Paws Financials 

 

Despite tough economic times, United Paws once again exceeded the  
previous year’s income, even though we did not 
receive as much in grant income as in 2008.  
Several out-of-county and out-of-state  
Foundations that support us stated that,  
because their investment portfolios had taken a 
beating, they couldn’t give us as much as they 
had in the past or as much as they would like.  
In Tillamook County, our local organization 
grants also suffered, grantors citing empty 
shelves in Tillamook County’s food banks as 
their first priority.  Guidestar, a leading source 
of information on American nonprofit  
organizations, states that the majority of  
nonprofits reported lower donations in both 
2008 and 2009, yet more demand for help.  While United Paws can attest 
to increased calls for assistance, thanks to your support United Paws did 
not suffer lower donations as did most nonprofits!  However, times are still 
uncertain, and we continue to depend on our generous donors so we can 
continue our vital work.     

As of March 2010,  
United Paws has  

spayed/neutered over 
3,700 cats and dogs.   

In 2009, we  
directly paid $47,481 to 

area veterinarians,  
supporting the  
local economy.   

For more detailed  
financial  

information, go to 
www.unitedpaws.org 

A little about the law 
 

United Paws’ volunteers are often told that Tillamook County statutes con-
cern only dogs, therefore nothing can be done about deliberate harm to cats.  
While it’s true our county statutes address only dogs, state statutes apply to 
both cats and dogs, and state law takes precedence over county statutes.  
Therefore, please don’t ever be put off by anybody using this excuse if you 
come across a case of cruelty to a feline, such as hoarding.  Animal abuse, 
regardless of species, is a matter for law enforcement.  Tillamook County 
residents can demand zero tolerance for animal cruelty.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These two petite kitties were rescued from a domestic abuse situation.  
 The abuser had threatened his partner that he would shoot her cats  
(which is against the law).  The link between violence toward animals 

 and violence within society is well-established. 

* Program expense directly benefits 
the animals via pet food for low 

income, foster care, Neuter 
Scooter, animal advertising,  

adoptathon events 



Highs and Lows of 2009 
 
   

 
                        
                  

Highs? These photos tell it all. Strays 
with no caregiver to help them. United 
Paws’ volunteers believe that all 
animals deserve a chance to live and to find that perfect loving home.  
 Another high? Partnering with Dogstar, a prestigious cat and dog boarding/daycare business in 
the Portland Pearl District, which also serves as a professional adoption center for cats and dogs. They 
are successfully placing many of our  fostered cats, increasing our ―market‖ for homes for the often hard to 
place adults. On-line, you may visit them at www.dogstar.us/portland. 
 The low spot of United Paws’ year was the shooting of Justine, a free-roaming cat cared for at the 
Port of Tillamook Bay. This was the third cat shooting here in the past 18 months. Justine was only 2 years 
old and friendly.  As her caregiver said, ―Justine would have just sat there and let you shoot her.‖  Because 
United Paws paid for Justine’s spay out of donations from supporters like you, in a way she ―belonged‖ to all of us.  Despite large rewards by 
generous donors and much media coverage, the shooter remains at large. We’re sure you share our outrage at such cruelty.   
 
 

TLC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION   
 
 

TLC is again generously paying for liability insurance this year, so 
even more of your dollars can go directly toward helping the animals. 

TLC Federal Credit Union is a best friend to our county!!!  

 
Since our last newsletter, United Paws has received many 

welcome donations: 
 

In loving memory of: 

Doreen Ermatinger, Natalie Ewan, Sandra Gallagher, Susan Gilbert, 
Mary Hallstrom, Lorraine Lucas, Robert Miles, 
Allan Reber, Jiho Sargent, Vernona Seaholm, 
Wally Spath, Helen Vanderhoff, Grace Parker 
West, Alice Westlake 
 

In memory of beloved pets: 

 

Blue, Bugsy, Chelsea, Dover, Franklin, Fresca, 
Gati, Krispie, Moxxy, Sophie, Tara 
 

In honor of: 
 

Randy Brown, Ellen Gaddy, Judy Hobday, Murphy Jacobs, Marlene 
Jupin, Dan Kennedy, George & Carol Kness, Deb Lincoln, Teresa 
Lovelin, Susan & Bert Skidmore, Pat Towle, John Vitas 
Pets: Libby & Kitten, Luna, Moose 

  Muttzanita at Manzanita 
 
JOIN THE AUGUST FUN AND GAMES! 

Don't miss the "Muttzanita Festival" this coming August 14 in  
Manzanita!  Dan Nichols and Barbara Pruijn, owners of Four Paws on 
the Beach in Manzanita, organized a fun-filled day for dogs, their own-
ers, and spectators last August.  It was such an acclaimed success 

that they are eager to do it again.  
  
The day-long event benefited United 
Paws and Rinehart Clinic and was the 
first time ever a Tillamook County 
business created a  
fundraiser to benefit United 
Paws. Dan, along with dozens of 
volunteers from North Tillamook 
Rotary and residents of the 
area, and with cooperation from local 
businesses, provided a day packed 
with admiring ooh’s and aah’s and 
athletic feats — a parade of pets, 
musical chairs, chuck-it toss, fashion 
show, various booths,  prizes, med-
als, and many other events.  Dogs 

pranced and owners preened.  The organizers thought of everything 
fun and necessary — even free doggie bags and several convenient 
sites for dumping them!  
 
 The event itself raised $2,246 for United Paws.  To top it off, 
at the end of the day, the city of Manzanita surprised United Paws 
with a generous check for $2,594, which has brought help and joy 
to many deserving animals throughout the year.  Local radio, print 
media, and TV went all out for us to advertise.  So stay tuned. See 
you there this August for another fun-filled family event! 

In one of the stars, I shall be living. 
In one of them, I shall be laughing. 
And so it will be as if all of the stars were laughing when you look at the 
sky at night.         ~ The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry   

Declawed/Abandoned/ Required 
surgery for wounds/Adopted 

Stray/Chained/Shot/Healed/Adopted 

Before—Homeless, Starving, ill 

After—Healed, Healthy, 
Adopted 

Hit by car/Broken leg/Surgery/
Healed/Adopted 



   

Interested in Volunteer Coordinator position 
 
Interested in serving on United Paws Board 
 
My donation may go to “Annie’s Emergency 
Fund” for animals needing immediate attention          

 

 

United Paws of Tillamook 
Spay/Neuter 
P.O. Box 159 
Tillamook, OR  97141 

Please give as generously as you can for  
Tillamook’s animals. Any amount you are able to give 

will help us all save lives.  
 

The animals thank you! 
  
Here is my donation for spay and neuter :  

 ____ $35 neuters a male cat      $70 spays a female cat  

 ____  $80 neuters male dog   ___$90 spays a female dog      

 
Other:  $   

 

Name: 
 
Address:   
 
Phone: 
 
Email:   

 
We do not share your information.  

Every donation is tax-deductible as law  
allows. Please make checks payable to 

United Paws of Tillamook. Thank you on  
behalf of the animals! 

   Food Donation for Needy Pets 

       from Petco Foundation  
 

 
 

PETCO Foundation has generously donated funds 
to United Paws over the years to help with our 

spay/neuter program and efforts to help  
free-roaming cats.  In 2009 the Foundation also 
donated pet food for United Paws to distribute  

to Tillamook County residents struggling to 
adequately feed their pets.  

 
The need for pet food in our community is ongoing. 

If you want to help, buy a bag of pet food when 
shopping and donate it to the local food bank.  
Recession or not, there are always those who 

struggle to make ends meet.  Your generosity is 
much appreciated by those who have pets and love 
them, but sometimes need extra help to make sure 

their pets receive adequate food. 

 
"And so, with a boundless 

heart, should one cherish all 

living things." ………..Buddha 

United Paws of  
Tillamook  

 Spay/Neuter 

is a local 501 (c )(3)
nonprofit organization 
serving the cats and 

dogs of Tillamook 
County, working  

to end animal  
homelessness through 

spay/neuter, foster  
and adopt  

 
P.O. Box 159 

Tillamook, Oregon  
97141 

 
For Spay/Neuter or 
To Foster  or Adopt,  

please call 

503-842-5663 
(hotline) 

 

www.unitedpaws.org  

or email 

unitedpaws@hotmail.com  

Please share this news-
letter with a friend!  View 

online on our website! 

Photo: Ike Kendrick 


