Spay • Neuter • Adopt

M

unitedp ws
of Tillamook

MewsLetter
&

Imagine a world
without homeless
animals suffering.
That’s our goal, and
with your help, we
can make it a reality.

Canine Chronicle
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OUR RECORD
OF SUCCESS
2011
• 1,037 cats and dogs
spayed/neutered.
• $98,849 income raised.
• $81,529 spent directly on
animal programs.

2010
• 959 cats and dogs
spay/neutered, 310 of whom
were roaming cats.
• $78,471 income raised.
• $71,256 spent directly on
animal programs.

2009
Walt Van Campen photo

United Paws and the Port of Tillamook have reached accord on plan to care for feral cats. / Page 3

United Paws has grown to
become a virtual shelter
Since 2003, United Paws of Tillamook
has evolved out of necessity from a spay/
neuter group for pets of low income county
residents to become a “virtual shelter,”
adding rescue/foster/adoption services to
meet the needs of the county’s homeless
animal population.
There is no county animal shelter
beyond a few dog kennels in Tillamook for
temporary hold until rescued dogs can
either be adopted or transferred to other
shelters out of county. There are no county
resources for cats. This means that almost
all UP volunteers are involved in the many
aspects of operating a virtual shelter.
Volunteers make it happen
A few volunteers have turned their
homes over to fostering dozens of homeless
cats and kittens, who would otherwise have
no place to be housed while awaiting

UP president to ‘retire’ / Page 2

•

adoption. Although fostering is a
challenging full-time job, these same
volunteers and others organize the monthly
adoptathons, bringing fostered animals to
the 4H Dorm at Tillamook County
Fairgrounds on adoption days and
interviewing prospective adopters. Others
take homeless animals to local vets for
emergency medical care. Still others deliver
pet food to needy citizens so that they can
nourish their pets.
A few volunteers perform a myriad of
indispensable tasks, such as helping with
advertising, public relations, community
outreach, photography and video and
administering United Paw’s website,
www.unitedpaws.org, and Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/unitedpaws.
Still others handle calls from the public
on the UP Hotline and offer free advice on
how to resolve pet problems, thereby
averting yet another animal ending up with
Coordinator needed / Page 4

Grants provide foundation for UP / Page 5

• 1,027 cats and dogs
spay/neutered.
• $63,887 income raised.
• $54,826 spent directly on animal
programs.

2008

• More than 830 cats and dogs
spay/neutered.
• $58,746 income raised.
• $45,213 spent directly on animal
programs.

SINCE INCEPTION IN 2003
• 5,701 cats and dogs
spay/neutered.
• Found homes for more than
2,000 needy animals.

2011 EXPENSE REPORT
January through December

Veterinary Expense 67%
Includes Spay/Neuter Expense
Direct Program Expense 18%
Fundraising Expense 2%
Administrative Expense 12%
Liability Insurance 1%

Total Expenses: $96,592
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Spay • Neuter • Adopt

• We’re a 501 (c)(3) non-profit that operates a
spay/neuter program in Tillamook County,
Oregon, for the pets of low-income residents,
and feral and homeless cats with caregivers.
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United Paws President and
Co-founder, Patricia (Patti)
Bumgarner plans to step down
from her chief administrative
role at the end of this year.
She will continue overseeing
the financial arm of the
organization, including budget
planning, income and
expenditures, and administering
bequests.
Bumgarner says she’s proud
of all that United Paws has
accomplished in the more than
Patti Bumgarner and her best pal, Flip.
nine years since she and cofounder Christine Watt started the organization.
“We’ve grown from basically two people and a modest budget of about
$3,000 to a very complex non-profit overseeing a nearly $100,000 budget,”
she said.
Anyone interested in applying for the chief administrative/operating
position of United Paws can email unitedpaws@hotmail.com for a more
detailed job description. The job requires very strong administrative skills and
the ability to multi-task, overseeing volunteers, and keeping tabs on all facets
of programs and operations. Compensation is modest, but the job can be
immensely rewarding, Bumgarner said.

In dedication: R.I.P. Flip
This year’s newsletter is dedicated in
loving memory of Flip, constant and
loyal companion of Patti Bumgarner,
president and co-founder of United
Paws of Tillamook.
Patti found him abandoned near a
local gas station more than eight years
ago. He was likely 2 or 3 years old at the
time.
Flip was always with Patti, whether at
home or out and about while she ran
errands.
Flip’s smile was legendary in Netarts.
For years, neighbors saw Patti and
Flip on their daily walks to Netarts Bay, until arthritis shortened his walking
routine last year. Flip was a “people” magnet, a gorgeous, gentle dog who
always had a smile on his face.
“Flip had presence, charm and charisma; he made friends for me I would
never have had without him,” she said. “I couldn’t walk Flip without his need
to rush over to say hello to anyone we would meet on our daily walks. I can
only ask where did the years go.”
∎
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of Tillamook

OUR MISSION

UP president,
co-founder plans
‘retirement’

Rest in peace, dear Flip.

M
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• We trap/neuter/return feral cat colonies and
support long-term caregivers with food as
needed.

• We educate our community about the
benefits of trap/neuter/return and adopt
through the media and speaking engagements.

• We help abandoned and abused cats and
dogs through our foster program, and by
using various methods such as advertising
and monthly adoption events, we attempt to
find new homes for them.

• We’re volunteers who depend on fundraising
events, grants, bequests and the generosity
of our supporters to carry out our mission.

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Patricia Bumgarner, president, co-founder
Cate Mayer, treasurer
Melissa Josi Sexton, secretary
Ed Armstrong, board member
Beverly Trover, board member
Brian Cameron, board member
Sarajane Monnes, board member

TO VOLUNTEER, FOSTER, ADOPT
Contact the
United Paws hotline 503-842-5663
unitedpaws.org
P.O. Box 159
Tillamook, Oregon
97141

DONATE VIA PAYPAL

Follow us on facebook
Facebook.com/unitedpaws

As always, a big
United Paws
thank you to
TLC Federal
Credit Union for
its generous support in paying for liability
insurance and in so many other ways.
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UP lends hand to help the
Tillamook Animal Shelter

∎
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In keeping with its original mission to reduce
animal overpopulation and homelessness
through spay/neuter, United Paws has agreed
to spay or neuter all stray dogs taken in by
Tillamook Animal Shelter (TAS) in 2012.
“We’re able to do this because of the extra
support we’ve received through bequests,” said
UP President Patti Bumgarner. “Our donors are
our backbone, the bread-and-butter that funds
our critical basic services. We’re glad we can go
the extra mile this year, to help out the stray
dogs that end up at TAS kennels.”
United Paws also assists TAS in placing dogs
through advertising and sharing space at its
monthly adoptathons, where people can see and
meet TAS and UP dogs and cats up for
adoption.

UP, Port agree on plan to aid feral cats

Walt Van Campen photo

Grateful donations to honor and remember
friends, loved ones and beloved pets
John Faudskar
Barbecue Pete
People: In
Ellen Gaddy
McCollum
memory of ...
Dr. Eric Halperin & Barney
Gary Altman
Dr. Beatrice Michel Blue
Ryan Burden
John & Middy
Betsey
Jeanette Colbert
Hurliman
Bradley
Elizabeth Dey
Mary Kendrick
Buddy aka Bruiser
Ellen Eley
George & Carol
Callie
Carl Folmsbee
Kness
Chelsea
John Gardner
Mary Manley
Chester
Carl Hansard
Jack & Carole Pflug Clippy
David Isen
Round Robin
Cosmos
Jim Kraft
Bridge Club
Daisy
John Maddox
Members: Norma Dixie
Donald Mapes
Seely, Jona
Flip
Shelby & Wendy
Muceus, Dona
Georgia
Mizee
Henry, Ann
Jilly
Jean Naegeli
Nicholson, Sue
Lizzie
Carol Stewart
Remy, Denise
Magic
Sheila Shelley
Holman, Billie
Maggie
Vernona Seaholm Hines, Debbie
Max
Col Herman R.
Kiser, Joyce Raker Mr. Kitty
Smith
& Mary Ann Herron Mr. Peppy
Sybil Specht
Alyssa Sheldon
Natalie
Kim Miller Wilcox
Chelsea Sheldon Patches
Jean Wollenweber Tyler
Penelope Ann
Susan & Monty
Linda Trusty
Petic Puss
Upshaw
Walker
Peterson
Honey & Kevin
Pokito
Walter
Puppy Storo
People: In
John
&
Kay
Winfrey
Rafferty
honor of ...
Jim & Christie
Stanley
The Bushmans:
Zerfing
Sugar
Eileen, Ryan,
Wala & Fluffy
Grant, Conrad &
Willow
Pets: In
Ivan
Velvet
Catherine
memory/honor
Zoe
Conyngham
of ...
Tracey Curtis
Bambi
∎
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Program will minimize potential
conflicts with Port tenants.

gradually decrease because the cats
no longer will reproduce.
The program benefits the Port by
humanely getting the cat population
under control, while keeping the cats
healthy by providing regular food
and water using specially designed
raccoon-proof feeders. The feeding
stations will be placed in quiet areas
to minimize the cats’ interaction and
impact on sensitive Port tenant
operations.
As colony numbers dwindle, so
will concerns about potential future
conflicts with the Port and its
tenants. Newly abandoned domestic
pets found at the Port can be
trapped, assessed and placed in UP’s
foster program for adoption into new
homes.
Program manager Karen
Schrader said it’s a work in progress
while she seeks volunteers to help
implement the program. Anyone
interested in helping with this project
should email her at
unitedpaws@hotmail.com.
M

United Paws has reached
agreement with the Port of
Tillamook Bay to establish feeding
centers and shelters on port property
for a growing population of feral
and abandoned cats.
The agreement also allows UP to
conduct Trap/Neuter/Return
(TNR) activities as needed. The
TNR program aims to reduce the
numbers of cats in the colony while
keeping them healthy. Under the
TNR concept, the colony size will

HonorRoll

M

Wellstone, with owner Janet Robinson, was given a St. Francis blessing by
the Rev. Ann Fontaine, vicar at St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church,
during the Oct. 2 service in Manzanita. A collection for United Paws was taken
at the service. The 8-year-old former racing greyhound was rescued by
Greyhound Pets of America and later adopted by the Huneke-Robinson family.
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Artists offer
work to help
United Paws

Local photographer’s cat
pictures aid adoptions

Walt Van Campen is a self-taught photographer.

no home. One of our volunteers is in charge of transporting
pets for our Trip to Snip program, described elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Feral cat specialists
A small but dedicated group of UP volunteers assist in
trapping feral cats, taking them to local veterinarians for
spay/neuter and vaccines, and returning them to managed
colonies. They build shelters and participate in a feeding
program to help maintain healthy feral colonies. A colony of
spayed/neutered cats will maintain its numbers, dwindling as
the population ages, because there are no more kittens
produced.

Volunteer coordinator needed

M
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While volunteers are the glue that holds United Paws
together operationally, it’s the donations and grants from
individuals and organizations that provide the financial
foundation. UP receives no government support.
When it began in 2003, UP’s budget was about $3,000. Just
245 dogs and cats were spayed and neutered with the help of
the now defunct Oregon Neutermobile. There was no official
adoption program.
How things have changed, all because of our donors, upon
whom we so much depend and to whom we are forever grateful.
Since 2003, UP has spay/neutered nearly 5,700 cats and dogs
and found homes for more than 2,000. This year’s budget is a
record high of nearly $100,000.
About 65 percent ($65,000) of the budget is paid to local
veterinarians, boosting the local economy while caring for our
homeless pets. Another 17 percent ($17,000) goes to the
remaining three programs – foster/adoption, feral cats and pet
food. Administering these programs and taking care of finances is
a full-time job for UP President and Co-Founder Patti Bumgarner.
“We are humbled by the generosity of our supporters and
feel it our duty to use our funds productively and wisely,” she
said. “With additional talented volunteers, we could spread out
our workload a bit, and perhaps strengthen our services.”
∎

“United Paws could not exist without the combined
efforts of our volunteers, many of whom are very tired, but
never quit due to their dedication to the animals,” said Patti
Bumgarner, UP president and co-founder. “If there’s one
thing we need, it’s a well-organized volunteer coordinator to
oversee all these volunteers to make sure nothing falls
through the cracks and to bring in fresh volunteers and train
them,” Bumgarner said. Anyone interested can send an
inquiry to unitedpaws@hotmail.com.

Your donation dollars at work

M

Coordinator needed / from Page 1

Some of the region’s most
gifted artists will join forces in
October to help Tillamook
County’s needy animals at the
United Paws Art Show and Sale.
The show at Tillamook’s
Pioneer Museum, 2106 Second
St., will feature works in various
media from painting, sculpture,
glassworks, jewelry, fiber arts and
woodworking.
In time to kick off the preholiday shopping season, the
show will offer original artwork
for sale at affordable prices, with
proceeds going to UP.
The free show will be Oct. 2
through Nov. 4, open during
regular museum hours, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays.
A special opening reception is
scheduled Oct. 5 from 5 to 7
p.m., featuring food, drink and
surprise guests.
∎

Van Campen’s feral cat photos capture
the nobility and independence of these cats,
who must forever fend for themselves.
Van Campen is totally self-taught. Many
of his photos can be seen on his colorful
website, www.walts.org. He recently started
taking videos of cats which he posts on
YouTube. His photos of United Paws’ foster
cats available for adoption can be seen by
linking to Petfinder from the UP webpage,
www.unitedpaws.org and clicking on “Adopt
Me.” Other Van Campen photos are
featured on UP’s Facebook page, which also
can be linked from the webpage.
∎

Local photographer Walter Van Campen’s
artistic eye and love of “kitties” speak
volumes in his dynamic pictures of cats in
United Paws’ foster homes awaiting adoption.
His photographs are so appealing, “the
cats practically jump off the pages on our
postings of pets up for adoption,” said Judy
Walton, co-coordinator of UP’s foster and
adoption program. “He even takes fabulous
photos of black cats, not an easy thing to do.”
Since Van Campen started taking
pictures of cats for United Paws’ Petfinder,
Facebook and Adopt a Pet pages, as well as
for flyers and adoption ads, “we’ve been
getting more calls about cats people have
seen in his photos,” said Walton.
Van Campen, 72, is retired from the
lumber business and first picked up a digital
camera 11 years ago.
“At the time, I didn’t take a lot of photos
because a battery only lasted for maybe 50
pictures and I could barely afford the
batteries for the camera,” he said.
When not photographing cats for United
Paws, Van Campen is usually trekking about
Tillamook County, photographing wildlife,
coastal scenes and feral cats.
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United Paws provides pet care for
Project Homeless Connect event

∎
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United Paws was one of many local charities
offering services at January’s Project Homeless Connect
event.
Organized by Community Action Resource
Enterprises, Inc. (CARE), participating groups
provided free services to Tillamook County’s homeless
residents.
United Paws sponsored a free health clinic for pets
of those attending. UP paid for rabies vaccines, deworming and flea medications for Dr. Anita Johanson,
a local veterinarian who volunteered to administer to
the animals. Volunteers also gave out free pet food,
collars and leashes, and scheduled animals for spay/
neuter or other needed surgical services, all paid for by
United Paws.
Volunteers Marlene Jupin (left) and Murphy Jacobs at Project Homeless.

Social media a boon Grants build foundation for UP
to finding new homes Grants awarded to United Paws are to provide Tillamook County pet
like icing on the cake. Without them,
owners and feral colony caregivers who
for needy pets
the organization is more limited in what lack transportation a way to get their

∎
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animals to a veterinarian.
A special thank-you to our local
supporters, the Eugene Schmuck
Foundation and Hope Chest Thrift
Shops for helping to fund our spay/
neuter program.
Finally, our sincere gratitude to our
local corporate sponsors, TLC Federal
Credit Union and Country Media Inc.
(owner of the Tillamook Headlight
Herald) for helping to cover some
administrative expenses this past year.

M

* The Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation is
committed to making life more bearable for children,
families and pets, in need of a helping paw. With the sale
of each full-sized Bearemy’s Kennel Pals® friend — a
collection of Build-A-Bear Workshop® plush dogs — one
dollar is donated to domestic pet programs including local
animal shelters, stray pet rescue and rehabilitation
organizations, and pet education programs around the
country. These funds are available to qualified non-profit
organizations in the United States and Canada. Visit
www.buildabear.com for more information.

∎

it can do to care for the needy animals
of Tillamook County.
We’re exceedingly grateful for the
grants we’ve received this past year from
the following national organizations:
American Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA); The
Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs
Foundation*; Handsel Foundation;
Leslie G. Ehmann Trust; On Shore
Foundation; and PETCO Foundation.
Money received from these
organizations will help fund spay/
neuter for pets in foster care; help
support our Trip to Snip program, and
provide pet food for pets of low income
and elderly individuals, as well as our
feral colonies.
The Trip to Snip program was created

Bequests expand services, fill budget gaps

M

Loving and helping needy animals was important for Helen Hunter and
Gary Altman. That’s why both left generous bequests to allow United Paws to
continue its humanitarian programs for homeless animals and pets of lowincome residents in Tillamook County.
“In challenging economic times, non-profits often see a drop in donations,”
said UP President Patti Bumgarner. “Bequests give us money we can depend
on to continue our programs, rather than having to cut back.”
Bequests sometimes also allow UP to expand its services beyond those of
the basic mission of spay/neuter, fostering and adopting, she said.
∎

The wildly popular Internet social
media is rapidly becoming a big help for
United Paws’ efforts of finding new homes
for cats, kittens and dogs.
Facebook has been an especially active
method of finding homes, because the
word can be spread so quickly.
Other Internet sites such as Petfinder
and Adopt-a-Pet also have proven to be
invaluable in showing the pets.
Volunteer Tami Toth is the person who
gets the word out by coordinating and
updating the United Paws presence on
these websites.
This is in addition to operating Wilson
River Pottery, east of Tillamook, along
with her husband, Andy. Their gallery of
art objects also can be found on Facebook
at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Wilson-River-Pottery/105111886213834
and at the Etsy website: http://
www.etsy.com/shop/WilsonRiverPottery
Toth’s effort allows United Paws to be
covered as never before with updates,
stories and photos of the cats and dogs
available for adoption through our
Tillamook County non-profit.
UP is approaching 800 Facebook
“friends.” To become a UP Facebook fan
go to www.facebook.com/unitedpaws and
click on “Like.”
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Bonded pairs double the fun

∎

Hoodie (right) and Trigger are bonded mother and son.

M

Tigger and Buzz are pals who look like twins.

Looking for something to add life to your living room couch?
How about a couple of furry felines, one for each arm?
United Paws has several pairs of young cats so closely bonded they
couldn’t bear to be separated. But if adopted together, they’ll quickly bond
just as tightly with their new families.
Cats are noted for their independence, just because they usually won’t
come when called, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t companionable. In
reality, cats are normally quite social animals, in captivity and in the wilds.
As such, they usually do better with a pal around to keep them company
… someone who speaks the same language.
Many cats left alone all day while their human families are at work or
school often develop psychological problems, according to animal behavior
experts. So, anyone who is gone most of the day, but thinking about
adopting a cat, should consider two instead of one.
And what better than adopting a bonded pair who are already buddies.
That way you won’t have to go through the “get acquainted” period usually
needed when adopting a single cat, then adding another later. That can put
undue stress on both animals, but especially the one who previously was
king or queen of the castle.
Besides, it’ll be double the fun from the start.
To see the bonded pairs available for adoption, go to our website,
unitedpaws.org, and click on “Adopt Me” or telephone our hotline,
503-842-5663.

Muttzanita and other fundraisers
raise money and awareness
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United Paws is thankful for the ongoing support of Four Paws on the
Beach, organizer of our largest fundraising event, the fun and furry
“Muttzanita Festival,” held in Manzanita each August.
Staffed by volunteers from the Rotary Club of North Tillamook, this
family event draws hundreds of local families, tourists and more than 100
pet dogs to the picturesque seaside town of Manzanita for an afternoon of
fun for people and Fido.
Fifty percent of event proceeds are donated to United Paws, the other
half to Rotary-supported charities.
Muttzanita has raised more than $9,000 for UP since the event began
three years ago.
The fourth annual Muttzanita Festival is scheduled Saturday, Aug. 18,
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. This year’s event will once again feature a low-cost
microchip clinic. More details can be found on the Internet at
www.muttzanita.com.
Four Paws on the Beach also sponsored a pet photo session with Santa
Claus in December, raising $265 for United Paws in just two hours.
Owned by Dan and Barbara Nichols, this charming pet boutique has
unique gifts for pets and pet lovers alike. Be sure to check out the website:
www.fourpawsonthebeach.com.
Other fundraisers include our newsletter and PUD insert; Yappy Days,
a fun-filled day-long celebration of all things dog, held at Cape Kiwanda
State Recreation Area, and some raffles by Wilson River Pottery at the
Tillamook Farmers Market. The upcoming Art Show and Sale will provide
much appreciated funds as well.

The animals need your help
This is my tax-deductible gift to help the
spay/neuter/adopt program of United
Paws of Tillamook.
☐ $35 neuters a cat ☐ $70 spays a cat
☐ $80 neuters a dog ☐ $90 spays a dog
☐$
Other
Please make checks payable to United
Paws of Tillamook or through Pay-Pal at
our website: www.unitedpaws.org.
Thank you on behalf of the animals.
Name:
Address:
City:
Zip:

State:
E-mail:

United Paws of Tillamook
P.O. Box 159, Tillamook, OR 97141
We do not share your information.

