
N~,entC1J Ik7-
Cfl7i:..iiiJ / 'Zfj7f1o

United Paws' grant drive a howling success
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Davidsons.

Occasionally, I have something
they can use and am able to recipro-

The response to the matching
grant challenge by a generous sup-
porter of United Paws of Tillamook
has been tremendous, according to
the nonprofit spay/neuter group.

In fact, United Paws is well on
its way to meeting the $3,000 match-
ing grant challenge even before the
deadline of July 31, thanks to an
overwhelming response by the com-
munity.

The United Paws' supporter who
offered the challenge lives in the
Portland area and is so impressed by
Tillamook County's response, she
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morning offering a surplus of deli-
cious, fresh-from-the-pen eggs. And
last weekend, my husband and I bor-

has told United Paws she will provide
additional money to match some of
the donations in excess of $3,000.
"So please keep those donations com-
ing," said a United Paws spokesper-
son.

The mission of United Paws is to
prevent and alleviate the suffering
of cats and dogs in Tillamook Coun-
ty as a result of homelessness.

The group therefore targets the
pets of the economically disadvan-
taged and strays. United Paws offers
financial assistance to low-income
pet owners for spay and neuter of
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neighborliness.

Bon appetit!

their cats and dogs and also helps
those compassionate residents,
regardless of income, who wish to
care for free-roaming cats.

So far the group has spayed and
neutered almost 4,000 Tillamook
County cats and dogs, who would
not otherwise have been sterilized,
and has given over 1,000 pets their
second chance. United Paws has
therefore prevented the suffering of
untold numbers of unwanted pets and
strays, who would swell the num-
bers of homeless animals in the coun-
ty.

Nationally, five million healthy
and adoptable cats and dogs are
destroyed each year in animal shel-
ters alone; this figure could be
reduced to zero through spay, neuter,
and adoption, according to United
Paws.

All donations are tax-deductible
as law allows. Send donations in
any amount - they will be matched
dollar-for-dollar - to United Paws
of Tillamook, PO Box 159, Tillam-
ook, Oregon 97141.

Write "Matching Grant" on the
envelope. Or pay via Pay Pal online
at the United Paws Web site,
www.unitedpaws.org.Formoreinfor-
mation, call (503) 842-5663.
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In late June my older brother and
I sit in chairs on the lawn of a vaca-
tion rental in Harbor Springs, Mich.,
watching his daughters and their hus-
bands put potato salad and baked
beans on the picnic table while jok-
ing about overdone hot dogs and
burgers on the grill.

Surveying the scene, my brother
muses, "Family--in the end, that's
all that counts, all we really have."

Family, friends, traditions - things
I can count on. In my small Michigan
hometown for a family and class
reunion, I'm comforted to see that
it's true, the more things change, the
more they stay the same. In my small
high school class of 59 graduates,
most of the remaining 45 manage to
show up for our reunion, the largest
class turnout at the yearly alumni
banquet.

My classmates and I agree that
the connections and caring relation-
ships we built with each other in the
sweetness of our youth remain dear
to us to this day. We're like family,
and for now anyway, our memories
comfort and carry us forward-- from
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