United Paws of Tillamook
Spay/Neuter
is a local 501 (c ) (3) nonprofit
organization serving the cats
and dogs of
Tillamook County
and working to end
animal homelessness through
its spay/neuter
efforts
Check
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waiting
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home

his is our one-time yearly mailing, which we cheerfully
refer to as our official, written fundraising request. We will tell you about
our 2006 accomplishments, our plans and goals for 2007 and how you can help us
make a positive difference for the cats and dogs of Tillamook County.
3%
2%2%

P.O. Box 159
Tillamook, OR 97141
To Foster or To Adopt
503/815-8282
See our beautiful pets up for
adoption

Veterinarian Expense 93%
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unitedpaws@hotmail.com

Expenditures for 2006

UNITED PAWS REACHES THE 1,000 SPAY/NEUTER MILESTONE!
2006 was a banner year for United Paws (UP) and its hardworking volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of our
donors, our funding jumped from $13,095 to over $22,000, exceeding our $20,000 goal. For a rural county this is
something we can all be proud of.
We have well exceeded our goal of spaying/neutering 1,000 cats and dogs within the county. With only a halfdozen foster homes, we have fostered and placed hundreds of animals — mostly cats. We have been working with
feral colonies and their caretakers throughout the county, successfully implementing Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR).
We worked hard throughout the year to increase community awareness of the desperate plight of Tillamook’s
homeless cats and dogs, as well as the important role that UP plays to alleviate animal suffering through UP spay/
neuter efforts and its foster program. Though the problem is daunting, we avoid becoming overwhelmed by
reminding ourselves of our motto — “cat by cat, dog by dog.”
Our 2006 fundraising efforts included: a rummage sale in Netarts netting nearly $2,000; partnering with
Tillamook Animal Shelter (TAS) to conduct “A Cat’s Meow” art show; sponsoring a doggie photo booth featuring
Santa Claus at one of the local Saturday Farmers’ Markets and our yearly fundraising newsletter. We applied for and
received three spay/neuter grants.
In addition to our fostering and adoption efforts, our small band of UP volunteers also worked to help provide
financial assistance to low-income residents so they could spay/neuter their companion dogs and cats. UP also
worked with feral cat caretakers to help pay for spay/neuter of feral cat colonies.
Please consider financially supporting United Paws in 2007 as we continue to care for Tillamook
animals. We need you more than ever!

OUR MISSION
Provide financial assistance for spay/neuter of companion dogs and cats of low-income county
residents; aid feral cat caregivers with spay/neuter assistance, traps, education; assist foster
caregivers with veterinary expenses and advertising support to help place animals in their care.

WORKING HARD FOR THE ANIMALS

TRAP/NEUTER/RETURN (TNR) REALLY WORKS

Patricia Bumgarner, President
United Paws undertook a special feral cat project in 2006
Work experience: Since retiring from an administrative in a commercial area along Hwy 101, an area which was sadly
position with the nonprofit Oregon Dairy Products
Commission and Oregon
Dairy Farmers Association,
she has voluntarily worked full
time for United Paws of
Tillamook. While in Portland,
she was also a volunteer for 2
years at the Cat Adoption
Team (CAT), Sherwood,
Oregon, a nonprofit no-kill cat shelter. After graduating
from college, she worked for the City Council of San
Diego.
Education: B.A., Sociology, University of California San
Diego. Post-graduate classes from U.C. Berkeley.

Cate Mayer, Treasurer
Work experience: TLC Federal Credit Union, Public
Relations, Compliance and Training
Manager, 1998-present. First
Interstate/Wells Fargo Bank, 19721998, Fraud Investigations, Loan
Processor, Operations and Branch
Manager. The previous training in
Fraud Investigation has helped in
her current position as the IT Manager
for TLC Federal Credit Union. “Security is most
important in running a financial institution network,”
according to Cate.

Melissa Josi Sexton, Secretary
Work experience: For the past 2 years, she has
managed Bayside Market and Deli, Netarts. A former 4H
leader, Melissa, who says rescue is
“in her blood,” is in charge of efforts
to foster and adopt rescued
animals.
Education: Graduated Tillamook
High School, 2000. Took college art
classes at Tillamook Bay
Community College and Portland
Community College.

Christine Watt, Volunteer Grant Writer
Work experience: Published fiction and nonfiction
author; Coordinator, European Coalition to End Animal
Experiments; executive committee,
British Union for the Abolition of
Vivisection; Information Services
Executive, International Fund for
Animal Welfare; legal writer,
Prentice-Hall, New Jersey;
language and reading editor, CTB/
McGraw-Hill, California; bilingual
secretary, DuPont de Nemours
International, S.A., Switzerland.
Education: Royal Society of Arts
and London Chamber of Commerce, business
diplomas, 1972. London University, B.A. Honours
degree in history, 1971.

overrun with sick and starving feral cats. This cat population was
humanely brought under control through Trap/Neuter/Return.
Feral cats who were critically ill were humanely
removed, because they could not survive and thrive in the wild.
One by one, cats
were trapped and
spayed or neutered,
vaccinated and
returned to their
colony. Some were
taken in by a Good
Samaritan.
Kittens were
removed as soon as
and whenever
possible, and
socialized to adopt,
taking them out of a
feral environment and further reducing the population. The
colony of cats was at about 30-40+, now steady at 14-20.
Volunteers, including nearby businesses, responsibly
feed these now rather friendly cats each day. UP built special
feral feeders, which also double as shelters during bad weather.
The population has remained fairly steady despite winter
conditions that brought flooding, freezing and significant snow
storms. Local businesses have praised this project and we plan
to fund additional and similar
feral cat efforts.
Another large project
is underway in South
Tillamook, also in a
commercial area, where
owners of a business have
long cared for several feral cat
colonies, by spaying and
neutering at their own
expense. UP has recently
committed to helping them with this expense to bring this large
population under control. In addition to large colonies, UP helps
with spay/neuter for those who care for small groups of feral cats.
United Paws will work with people who are active
caregivers, who promise to continue feeding. In return, we help
with either full or partial funding for spay or neuter and
sometimes the mandatory vaccinations. UP will lend humane
traps and information on how to use them.
Special UP thanks to volunteers Rob, Murphy,
Glynnis, Pam and Garry who, after receiving one lesson on
how to humanely trap cats, are single-handedly T/N/R all
stray cats in their neighborhoods, then ensuring they're
cared for long term.

Wade Guidry, United Paws Volunteer Webmaster
Work experience:
experience Prior to moving into the public sector, Wade worked
for many years in the high-tech industry in the Northwest. Currently,
Wade is the systems librarian for Coastal Resource
Sharing Network, a public library consortium on the Oregon coast.
Born in Houston, Texas, Wade has lived in the Northwest since 1989.
Education:
Education B.A., Economics; Rice University

Last year, United Paws and Tillamook Animal Shelter
(TAS) successfully worked together to sponsor “A Cat’s
Meow” art show in Tillamook. This invitational art show
not only brought donations to both, but also showed that
two groups devoted to bringing an end to animal
homelessness and animal suffering can work together.
This year’s show will again be at the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum, beginning
Labor Day weekend and running through the month of September. Special art show events are planned and we encourage
all to attend. See you there!

TLC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION SUPPORT
TLC Federal Credit Union has been our
“angel” this past year. It brought us Cate Mayer as
an officer, several employees as foster homes,
sponsorship of our half-page and fullpage Headlight-Herald ads to find
homes for animals and, importantly,
TLC has paid for our liability insurance both in 2006
and this year.

UNITED PAWS RECEIVES GRANTS
Raising money is paramount to our
success both with spay/neuter and our foster and
adopting efforts.
In 2006, we requested and received three
grants, for a total of $3,000, one of which came
from the Tillamook High School Charity Drive.
So far this year, a Texas foundation has
granted us funds for our spay/neuter work; an
Oregon-based foundation has granted us funds for
our work with low-income families and feral cats;
and PetCo Foundation, which gave us $2,000 last
year, has granted us $500 this year to build more
feral cat feeders/shelters.
Wheeler’s Hope Chest Thrift Shop donated
to UP to help low-income families spay/neuter their
companion animals. This is the first time this
nonprofit organization has donated money to help
the four-legged needy of the county.
Does this mean we can sit back and count
on grants? Absolutely not! Grants come to us
specifically because we receive community
support county-wide. Foundations do not give to
groups that lack local support. Therefore, when
you donate to United Paws, you significantly and
substantially increase our chances of receiving
grant money. That’s the bottom line. It all adds up!

REPEAT PERFORMANCES
Last September, UP volunteers set up a “Santa with your
Pet” photo booth at the Tillamook
Saturday Farmers’ Market. People
lined up with their dogs and posed for
fun photos which could be then used
for their Christmas cards. We had a
great time with the local community
and will be back again in 2007.
Also returning this summer, will
be our United Paws 3rd Annual
Netarts Rummage Sale in late July.
Volunteers promise an even more
exciting and special event, so look for
more information to come.
To volunteer or donate items, please call Judy at
503/842-4346.

NEW EMERGENCY MEDICAL FUND
Since there is no group in the county for residents to
turn to when they find an animal in distress, United Paws is
being increasingly called upon to help animals who have
been injured in some way. While this is not part of our
original mission, we simply cannot stand by and watch a cat
or dog suffer. Needless to say, veterinary bills for these
animals amount to significantly more than a routine spay or
neuter.
Therefore, we have established a new emergency
medical fund specifically for special cases. For example,
Lieutenant Dan was caught in a leg-hold trap for three days
and nights. The trap amputated his paw. Look for Lt. Dan’s
photo in this newsletter.
His vet bills for emergency surgery and skin grafts
were significant. UP covered these costs with specially
donated funds. Could you turn away from Lt. Dan? Could
you tell a veterinarian to give Lt. Dan a lethal injection?
Neither could we. Yet that’s precisely what would have
happened to this charming little fellow if United Paws hadn't
stepped in.
We hope that individuals and businesses will donate
to our special emergency medical fund. By the way, after
being cared for in one of our loving foster homes, Lt. Dan
was adopted and now has a great “forever” home.

CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING
Jeff & Cate, Devin & Melissa, Russ
& Missy, Steve & Carol, Judy H., Judy W., Mandi, Andy &
Tami and Wade. These few foster families take care of all
of United Paws’ foster needs. Special recognition goes to
these compassionate people who take animals into their
homes for an indefinite amount of time, spend their own
dollars, work with and nurture often sadly neglected
animals and then lovingly let them go to their new homes.
It takes very special people to do this.

Please give as generously as you can for
Tillamook’s animals. Any amount you are able to give will
help us all save lives.

The animals thank you!
Here is my donation for spay and neuter :
____ $30 neuters a male cat ____ $60 spays a female cat
____ $70 neuters male dog ___$80 spays a female dog
Other: $______

I would be interested in volunteering

Sure, we need foster homes, but we also need people to
help advertise and promote the adoptable cats and dogs,
raise funds and help with trapping, transportation and
feeding. Ask our volunteers! The rewards are great.
If you would like to join us,

Call Melissa at 503/815-8282

I would be interested in fostering
I designate my donation go to the emergency fund
Name:
Address:

Donations In Memory of: Kevin Cosentini, Jim
Erickson, Daisy Proctor, Bill Finucane,
Keith Thompson, and
Toby, beloved companion of Shirley Medsker

Phone:
Email:
We do not share your information

Donation in Honor of: Diane Johnson for all of her
work on behalf of Tillamook County animals.

We continue to work with local veterinarians to obtain the
best possible spay/neuter prices.
Every donation is tax deductible as law allows. Please
make checks payable to United Paws of Tillamook.
Thank you again!

United Paws of Tillamook
Spay/Neuter
P.O. Box 159
Tillamook, OR 97141

“It is crucial for communities to understand that animals deserve
attention...and investment in their well-being. In addition, cats are
so often over-looked...this kind of attention is especially critical.”
—Foundation Program Director

Lt. Dan

